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Newsletter 7: 24th May 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome all to our latest newsletter. 
With NAPLAN and the Federal Election over we can settle 
into normal routines in our school. Many schools 
experienced difficulties with technology problems during 
NAPLAN which interrupted their testing. We had minimal 
problems due mainly to the fantastic preparation put in 
by Mrs Rennie in the weeks leading up to our test days. 
I thank Mrs Rennie and the many staff who were involved 
and supported both Mrs Rennie and the students. 
 
Creative Play Spaces 
Creative play builds the skills of discovery and innovation 
which in turn develops student skills in creativity, 
independent thinking, critical analysis, problem solving, 
teamwork and communication. 
Each year we have improved opportunities for student 
creative play in the playground. The Year 1 and 2 sandpit 
area has become a hive of activity with the provision of 
water play, shovels, wheelbarrows, building equipment 
as well as a wide range of sporting equipment. It is 
fabulous seeing these young minds working 
collaboratively to problem solve and share ideas while 
having loads of fun! 
 
Outside the Music Room symbols and other oversized 
musical instruments are available for the musically 
minded to make up tunes.  
 
Outside B5 and B6 there is a range of building and 
construction equipment available for students to work 
with. 
At home, encourage your children’s creativity through 
building castles, cubby houses or using packing boxes for 
constructing imaginary houses. Not only will these 
activities keep children very busy (and away from too 
much screen time), it will help their resilience and 
problem solving skills which are very important for their 
future development and academic success. 
 
Board Meeting 
Our next School Board Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 29th June at 4.30pm in the Staffroom. Should 
you wish to attend a meeting to see what goes on you 
would be very welcome. 

 
Visitors 
Next Friday morning we have a group of Primary School 
teachers from Boyup Brook District High School visiting 
our school to gain an understanding of our teaching and 
learning processes. Although several classes will be out of 
the school, the teachers will visit remaining classrooms 
and chat to students and staff. 
 
Cold Weather 
Where possible please send your children to school in 
warm clothing and preferably in School Uniform. This 
helps build pride in our school and provides students with 
a sense of belonging. 
 
Flu Needles 
Please consider having your children inoculated with the 
flu needle. These can be obtained through your local 
doctor or at our local 777 Pharmacy. Students can lose 
valuable time at school due to the flu. Please consider. 
 
Please remember that if you have anything you would 
like to discuss with your child’s teacher, please book a 
convenient time and have a conversation. If anything 
untoward has occurred with your child please let your 
child’s teacher know. 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 
 
 
 

Hans Geers, Principal 

Tania Rennie & Tina Lawrence, Deputy Principals 
 
 
 

 

COMING EVENTS 

Breakfast Club   Daily   8.00 - 8.15 am 
Uniform Shop   Daily  8.00 - 8.30 am 
     2.00 - 2.30 pm 
Techno Kids   Tuesdays  2.45 - 3.45 pm 
Literature Centre Excursion 31

st
 May   C2, B1, A1 

Western Australia Day  3
rd

 June   Public Holiday 

Ear Bus    4
th

 June  

EALD/Parent meeting C5  7
th

 June   8.30am – 9.30am  
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Occupational Therapy  
 

The Highway of Life: Introducing Highway Heros Groups 
this term 
 

This term, students in Years 1 along with some students 
from Kindergarten and Year 2 are learning about 
resilience, managing emotions and how to be a good 
friend through engaging in the "Highway Heros" program 
(created by Best Programs 4 Kids). An Occupational 
Therapist from Calm and Connected will be working with 
the students to learn ‘tools’ that they can use along their 
"emotional highway". In their first session, students 
learnt about BUMPS (small problems), HAZARDS (big 
problems) and HIGHWAY HERO's. Using these words, 
students can start to rate problems that they come 
across them as being either a bump or hazard - this can 
then be used as a tool to learn to problem solve 
situations and move through their "highway" more 
independently and confidently. In the coming weeks we 
will be learning about TOOLS to help us work through 
BUMPS and HAZARDS to help us to be HIGHWAY HEROS! 
 

Challenge: Can you think of a bump, hazard and hero 
moment in your day?  For bumps and hazards, how did 
you move through this- were there any tools that you 
used? 
 
 

Highway Heros (Best Programs 4 Kids): Thinking about 
our thinking 
 

We’re moving along our highways and learning about 
new tools that can help us to overcome BUMPs (small 
problems) and HAZARDS (big problems). One of the tools 
we have been learning is our Supa Thinkin' and Stinkin’ 
Thinkin’. Our thinking can be helpful (Supa Thinkin') or 
unhelpful (Stinkin' thinkin), and it can impact on how we 
are feeling and our actions or behaviour.  
 

Our positive, helpful Supa Thinkin helps us to get things 
done, and to keep trying- even if it’s hard! We want to 
use our Supa Thinkin to help us during the day to make 
big feelings less intense, and so that Stinkin Thinkin’ (our 
unhelpful thinking like ‘I’ll never get it done”) doesn’t 
take over and make things harder. Thinking about our 
thinking can help to change how we are feeling about 
something, how we react, and what we do. 
Challenge: Can you turn a Stinkin’ Thinkin’ thought into a 
Supa Thinkin’ thought or action?  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Karate 
 

Perth Goju Karate teaches karate classes in your local 
area. 
A special offer for the school’s students - 4 WEEKS FREE 
beginners karate lessons! 
Classes are held after school and are a great way for 
children of all ages to learn self-defense in a fun and safe 
environment.  
 

We also teach classes for teens and adults and they are 
fantastic for fitness, wellbeing and of course, self-
defense. 
Classes continue over the school holidays (with a short 
break over the Christmas period) which makes it perfect 
for the kids who are looking to try something on the 
holidays. 
 

Karate has many benefits which include 
confidence, respect, discipline and fitness. 
 

Call now to take advantage of this 4 week trial. 
 

Sensei Johnny Moran - 0402 830 402 
 
 

EAL/D 

Building Coherent Paragraphs in Non-Fiction Texts 

(Cohesion) 

In most paragraphs, the topic sentence (main idea) is at 
the beginning. Following that, are the supporting 
sentences covering the thoughts and ideas that hold the 
topic sentence in place.  
You can use linking words to combine two sentences 
together. Here are some examples: 

- But 
- Because 
- Yet 
- However 
- And 
- So 

 

These words will help them make their sentences more 
coherent, with a readable flow. 
 

Peter Boshoff, English as an Additional Language Teacher 
 

 
to our Honour Certificate recipients. 

 


