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Newsletter 6: 10th May 2019 
 

 
Welcome Back! 
Can I offer a special welcome to our new families? I hope your 
stay at Brookman is enjoyable, and educationally rewarding. 
 
2020 Kindergarten Enrolments 
The school is now accepting Kindergarten enrolments for next 
year for children born between the 1st of July 2015 and the 30th 
of June 2016. Please enrol early to ensure you gain a 
placement. 
 
Mrs Smith Returns 
Mrs Smith will return to her Year 5 class after a lengthy period 
next Monday. It will be lovely to have Mrs Smith back, however 
that also means that the hard working Mr Eves will leave us. I 
would like to sincerely thank Mr Eves for his professionalism 
high quality teaching of the Year 5 class while Mrs Smith was 
away. 
 
Health and Well Being: Claire Orange  
This week the school utilised Claire Orange’s skills twice, once 
in a parent session and the other for a follow up session for 
staff. 
I thank the large number of parents who came along and 
attended Claire’s session on raising children and how to 
support them through difficult times as they mature and grow 
through different stages of their lives. She is an outstanding 
speaker and I am sure those parents who attended gained from 
Claire’s strategies. 
Claire followed with a session with staff on personal health and 
well-being and setting personal smart goals. 
 
Using Phones while Driving 
PLEASE be extra careful driving around our school and make 
sure you do not use your phone while driving. We have had 
complaints that parents are on their phones while dropping off 
and picking up students. This is not only extremely dangerous 
but against the law. In the past we have had several narrow 
escapes where students have almost been hit by cars. Please 
remember that young children do not have fully developed 
brains or problem solving skills and may therefore make poor 
decisions crossing streets. It is therefore extremely important 
that we the adults take extra care around school settings. 
 
School Visit 
Staff from the local school in Boyup Brook will visit classes at 
Brookman and hold discussions with staff on Friday 31st of May. 
This visit will allow us to share our programs and learning 
experiences to colleagues from the country. Such visits are 
mutually beneficial in providing opportunities for staff to 
network and share expertise. 
 

NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy and 
Numeracy) 
NAPLAN testing commences in years 3 and 5 next week. If you 
have a child involved, please encourage them to try their 
hardest but NOT to stress about the testing. These are one off 
tests that we use to compare student learning against students 
from like schools across Australia. 
We DO NOT use these results for Term 2 student reports so 
students and parents should not be concerned about this. 
 
Science Technology Engineering Arts and Mathematics 
(STEAM) 
Following our success as a Teacher Development School in 
STEAM, we have a number of staff engaged in two state-wide 
STEAM programs run by the Education Department. One 
program will help us build depth to our skills in mentoring other 
schools in this important area and the second program will 
allow staff to build their skills in planning for the future, 
especially in the use of digital technologies.  
High performing countries celebrate discovery and innovation. 
Research shows us that STEM education offers a rich context 
for developing skills, such as creativity, independent thinking, 
critical analysis, problem solving, teamwork and 
communication essential for success in the twenty first century. 
I look forward to our ongoing progress in this key area. 
 
Winter Uniforms 
Please ensure students wear warm tops as winter approaches. 
School jumpers and jackets are available from the uniform 
shop. I would like to thank parents for not sending their 
students in hoodies as this detracts from our wonderful 
uniform. 
 

Hans Geers, Principal 

Tania Rennie & Tina Lawrence, Deputy Principals 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 

Breakfast Club   Daily   8.00 - 8.15 am 
Uniform Shop   Daily  8.00 - 8.30 am 
     2.00 - 2.30 pm 
Techno Kids   Tuesdays  2.45 - 3.45 pm 
NAPLAN   Week 3 & 4  Years 3 & 5  
EAL/D Parent Meeting 17

th
 May   8.30 - 9.30am 

C4 & C6 Excursion   22
nd

 May  9am – 2.10pm 
Perth Mint and DFES 
Education and Heritage  
Centre     
C4 Assembly  24

th
 May  8.30 am 
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Head Lice  
 

Head lice are tiny insect parasites that live on your head and 
feed on your scalp. Head lice are spread by head-to-head 
contact with another person who has head lice. This kind of 
contact includes doing group work, playing, or hugging.  
Tips for preventing head lice 

 Check your child’s hair regularly for head lice and 

eggs (‘nits’). Use a metal fine tooth ‘nit’ comb and 

plenty of hair conditioner applied to the dry hair, to 

make the task easier and more effective. To help 

children sit still for this, offer distracting activities, e.g. 

play a favorite video, provide games, iPad apps, offer 

a head massage.  

 Tie long hair back. Braid long hair and/or put it up if 

possible. 

 Consider applying hair gel or mousse. These do not 

prevent or repel lice but may help to keep stray hair 

strands from contact with other heads. 

 Avoid sharing combs or brushes. 

Remind your child to avoid head-to-head contact with other 
children, e.g. when working at the computer with others, or 
when playing, or hugging. 
If your child has head lice please notify the teacher. 
For more information:  
Request the Head lice Fact Sheet available from the school  
Visit: http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Head-lice 
 

Music 
 

The Gong!   
We have the beginnings of our STEAM Outdoor Musical Garden 
which is situated outside the Music room near the benches. The 
instrument was designed by our very own students Shy-Delle, 
Jade and Sebastian. The Gong has recently been completed 
with the help of Gavin Sherwood 
who put it together and Ray Pink 
who cemented it into the ground. It 
is now a permanent fixture at 
Brookman Primary School. A 
massive thank you to Gavin 
Sherwood for your help and 
metalwork expertise!   
 

To play the The Gong you hit it gently and wait to hear the 
reverberation sound that the symbols make. It is designed to 
hit once and listen for the sound. Each turn is 10 hits and then 
students are to put down the mallet hooking it over the top of 
the frame.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Annie Eversden, Music Teacher   

 

Maths  
 

This semester the Year 4 extension group has been looking at 
data collection and interpretation.  This term they have been 
learning to transfer that data to a digital form.  At school, we 
use excel on the PC's or the Numbers app on the iPads to do 
this.  Data representation is also a large component of the 
digital technologies curriculum. Even in the junior primary 
years, they collect data on topics such as eye colour, how we 
get to school, the number of people in our family and so on. 
Even on our phones we are bombarded with data. The weather, 
'data' downloads and phone usage time are a few examples of 
how often we are required to process data.  
 

Tania Rennie, Numeracy Teacher 

 
to our Honour Certificate recipients. 

 
 
 

School Psychologist News 
 

Resilience … it’s a familiar word, isn’t it? 
Resilience is important for children’s mental health. Children 
with greater resilience are better able to manage stress, which 
is a common response to difficult events. As a parent, carer, or 
significant adult, you can help to develop essential skills, habits 
and attitudes for building resilience at home by helping your 
child to: 

- build good relationships with others including adults 
and peers 

- build their independence 
- learn to identify, express and manage their emotions 
- build their confidence by taking on personal 

challenges 
There are some simple things you can do to build your child’s 
resilience in these areas – please visit the following link for 
more information: 
 https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/healthy-
homes/building-resilience  
 

Steph Howson (School Psychologist) 
 

Literacy 
 

Welcome back I hope you all enjoyed the break from the school 
routine of early mornings. Last week I rewarded several 
students with a prize or magazine for completing their holiday 
home reading sheet, well done to these children. I hope 
everyone is back to reading each night and recording their 
nights of home reading in their reading booklet so they are on 
track to reach 200 nights by the end of year.  
 

This term is off to a busy start with NAPLAN testing for students 
in Year 3 and 5 over the next two weeks.  Results from these 
tests will be sent home later in the year.  
During this busy time ensure your child has enough sleep and 
healthy meals.  For those parents who attended Claire Orange’s 
workshop she mentioned the importance of sleep and including 
protein in our breakfast to release the chemicals in the brain 
that keep us energized and able to cope with the day.  
More parenting information can be found on Claire’s website 
BEST Programs for Kids.  The following link is about sleep 
routines. 
https://bestprograms4kids.com/download/establishing-healthy-
sleep-routines/ 

 
Tina Lawrence, Literacy Teacher 
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